Lecture 7

War for Independence. American Revolution

By the middle of the 18P" century North America was no longer a
serious of isolated imperial outposts inhabited by Englishmen. By 1750 there
were thirteen British colonies, competing with the French ones. In 1749 the
French sent an expedition down the Ohio River to claim the land in the
Mississippi basin for Luis XV. The British government responded by
organizing an elaborate offensive against the French. The Seven Years’” War
ended in the expulsion of France from North America and stirred a wave of
patriotism among the English population in America. Colonials cheered when
the Treaty of Paris (1763) gave England control over all of North America east
of the Mississippi.

After the French war Great Britain rose to the heights of national power
and prestige. At the same time the costly seven-year struggle severely strained
Britain’s treasury and pointed up glaring differences of interests between
England and Americans who felt much less dependent on the mother country.
The colonies had become quite different and no longer wanted to be seen as
extensions of England. The controversy between England and the colonies after
1763 revolved around the laws affecting the settlement of the West, colonial

trade, currency, taxes, courts of justice and legislative assembly.

The British Prime Minister George Granville was determined to make
the American colonies realize their obligations to the Empire. He introduced a

series of new administrative and financial programs for America: the Quartering
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Act (1765) demanded colonials to furnish shelter and provisions for the English
troops. The Currency Act of 1764 extended an earlier edict against making
colonial money legal. A New Sugar and Molasses Act in 1764 put a duty on the
goods shipped to the colonies. Besides sugar taxes were put upon silk and wine.
In 1765 Stamp Act laid taxes on all printed items such as paper, licenses,
newspapers, playing cards and even college diplomas. To show that the tax had

been paid, a stamp seller put a stamp on the paper.

The answer in colonies was boycott against the importation of British
goods. The first political action - the Congress toward Stamp Act took place in
New York. After more than two weeks of debate at the Congress the
representatives of nine colonies issued a declaration of rights and grievances
that stated that colonies could be taxed constitutionally only by their own
legislatures. In 1766 an Organization “Sons of Liberty” was created in New
York, and together with other organizations it broadened the base of the
resistance movement. They urged citizens not to buy imported goods. Even
American women, who had traditionally remained outside of politics, joined
the resistance movement. In towns throughout America young women calling
themselves Daughters of Liberation sat publicly at their spinning wheels all
day boycotting English cloth, eating only American food and drinking
American herbal tea.

In March 1770 British redcoats who had been sent to enforce certain British
Acts clashed with colonial civilians. Five men were killed and six wounded.
The incident was later known as “The Boston massacre When the uproar in
America reached Britain, the British Parliament repealed all the duties except
the tea tax, but most basic sources of discontent remained.. The Americans felt
angry upon the presence of unnecessary troops, the English courts and customs
officers.

The East India Company, finding itself in critical financial state,
appealed to the British government and was given a monopoly on all tea exported

to North America. When three ships loaded with tea came into the port of Boston



in December 16, 1773 American colonists refused to pay the tax and unload the
tea. Instead at night a group of 60 men disguised as Indians boarded the ships and
dumped the cargo of three hundred forty two chests into the water of the harbor
This event came into American history under the name “The Boston Tea Party”.
British King George and Parliament condemned the “Tea Party” as an act of
vandalism and advocated legal measures to bring the insurgent colonists into line.
Punitive measures were taken. The newly adopted British laws-called by the
colonists “Coercive Acts’- closed the port of Boston until the cost of the lost tea
was paid for. New British officials were appointed in American colonies, and
many more British troops were stationed there.

But the resistance of the colonists continued to grow. In 1774 Americans
established so-called Committees of Correspondence, which sent delegates to the
First Continental Congress in Philadelphia. Delegates from 12 colonies except
Georgia wrote to King George asking to reopen Boston Harbor. American lawyers
Thomas Jefferson and James Wilson worked out the rights of Americans and their
own legislation. King George did not answer the letter and sent more warships to
America. American patriots called on Americans to take up arms to defend their
rights. In April 1775 the British regulars at Lexington and Concord (near Boston)
were met by armed American volunteers (so-called militia). Their first skirmished
proclaimed the beginning of American War for Independence.

The Second Continental Congress, which also convened in Philadelphia,
authorized an American army and appointed a young Virginian planter George
Washington as its .commander-in-chief. On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress
adopted the Declaration of Independence from the British rule. This famous
document drafted by Thomas Jefferson maintained that all men were created equal
and proclaimed their rights for life, liberty and pursuit of happiness. The
Declaration of Independence was signed in so-called Independence on the wall of
which there is still the famous Liberty Bell, which told the people outside about the

historical decisions. Independence was inevitable. Many Americans were ready to



die for colonial rights, singing the words from John Dickinson’s “Liberty Song”:
“Come, join hand in hand, brave Americans, all, and rouse your hearts”.

The war for Independence lasted for six years and was hard to win. In Great
Britain at that time there lived 9 million people, in the American colonies — less
than 3 million, 20 percent of which were slaves. Britain had the world’s greatest
navy and a strong army. The rag-tag groups of irregulars seemed no match for
England’s military might. Americans had only an ill trained militia and no navy.
Yet they had one great advantage — they were fighting at home and for freedom.
The colonial militia’s successes around Boston in the spring 1775 had contributed
to the American myth that British regulars were less effective than the colonials’
volunteers. At the same time the British government and its generals made the fatal
mistake of underestimating Washington’ ragged army seriously. As the war
progressed, discipline and experience appeared and though the colonists lost many
battles, they learned that they could be beaten but they could not be subdued .The
overwhelming triumph of the Americans at Saratoga in October 1777 decided the
Revolution. Besides France seeking the revenge to Britain had secretly provided
assistance to the rebellious colonies, dispensing goods and finances through a
trading company headed by French author Pierre Caron de Beaumarchais.

After the decisive victory of the colonial army at Yorktown in 1781 the British
finally laid down their arms. In 1783 the ultimate peace treaty was signed in Paris.
Britain recognized American independence and agreed to withdraw all its troops
from the American soil. An American flag was raised. The 13 states joined
together into a confederation. The citizens of the new country began to call
themselves “Americans” and a new nation was born Congress also worked out a
system of adding new states to the original ones.

One of the first tasks facing Americans was the creation of new political
institutions to exercise the governmental authority seized from Great Britain. In
1787 a nation-wide meeting (named Convention) in Philadelphia adopted a new
Constitution. It established a legislature of two Houses, the House of

Representatives in which the places were assigned according to the population and



filled by popular vote, and the Senate where every state was to send two members
appointed by state legislature. Centralized executive power was to be effected by
Federal Government headed by a President with wide jurisdiction over home and
foreign affairs. During January and February 1789 elections took place in the states
and soon the new congressmen gathered in New York, the temporary capital.
George Washington was unanimously elected the first President of the United
States of America.

In 1791 ten amendments were added to the Constitution, known as the “Bill of
Rights”, according to which the Federal government guarantees freedom of speech,
press, or religion. Yet it is necessary to note that the American Constitution, the
first in the world to recognize the rights of white citizens, at the same time
confirmed the black people’s slavery. The brutality of the slavery obviously
conflicted with the proclaimed ideals of American democracy.

1. Answer the questions.

1. What was the main reason of British — French war?

2. What consequences had the victory of Britain on the relations between
American colonies and their mother country?

3. What series of British actions led to the American war for independence?

4. What role did “The Boston Massacre” and the Boston “Tea Party” play in the
revolutionary movement?

5. What was the main idea of the “Declaration of Independence” drafted by
Thomas Jefferson?

6. How did the revolutionary events develop after the “Declaration of
Independence” had been adopted?

7. Which great advantage did American militia have over British soldiers?

8. What were the very first steps of Philadelphia Convention after the decisive
victory of the American colonial army?

9. When was the very first president of the USA elected?

2. Find English equivalent to the Russian ones:



OcHOBHBIE COOBITHS; HAYAJIO BOWHBI; OfIepKaTh MO0Ey; MOTaBUTh BOCCTAHUE;
o0araTh HaJIOTaMU; IPUOCTAHOBUTH ACSITEILHOCTh 3aKOHOAATEILHOTO OpraHa;
OTMEHUTH MOUUIMHBI; OCYLIECTBUThH IUIAH; IMPOBECTU KapaTelIbHbIE MEPBHIL;
CO3BaTh KOHIPECC; MPOBECTH B KU3Hb 3aKOH;, MPEKPATUTh HACTYNATEIbHbBIC
orepaluu; NpeAoCTaBUTh 0€30rOBOPOUHYIO HE3ABUCUMOCTb.
3. Render the texts in English:
A) Pa3pbIB K0JIOHUI ¢ METpONOJMel ObUT IpeIopeeseH ¢ CaMoro Havasia,

TaK KaK OpUCHTAllKA HA aBTOHOMHOCTBb BO3HHUKIIA OYCHDb 6I)ICTpO. ..

Eme 3agonro go peBomtounu B CeBepHOl AMEpHKE CIIOXKUIACh OcoOast
JyXOBHasg aTMocdepa, MOopa)kaBlllasi MPUOBIBIIMX 32 OKEaH €BpPOINEHLEB. JTO
OLyIIEHUE CcBOOOABI U OOJIBIIMX BO3MOXKHOCTEH IJIsi caMopeaIn3aluu
JIMYHOCTH CTAJIO BAXKHEUIIEH OCHOBOM JJISl CKJIA/IBIBAHUSI aMEPUKAHCKOM HAILUU.
AMepuKaHCKas pEeBOJIOLUS, YCTpaHHUBINas ciabble pocTku (eojganusMa B
KOJIOHUSIX W MOPBABILIAs C IUKTAaTOM METPOMOJINiA, OTKphLIA B KOHIIE 18 B. IMyTh
JUIsl  OBICTPOTO HapallMBaHWs MOTeHIMana MojaepHuzanuu. [louemy ke
IIPOU30IIJIO0 aMepuKaHckoe uyyno? HekoTopele HCCIIEIOBAaTENN CKJIOHHBI
OOBSACHATH 3TO TEM, YTO MEPBBIMU MOCEJIICHLIAMH ObUIM O MPEUMYILECTBY
NypUTaHE - HOCUTEIM  KalNUTaJUCTUYECKOro  Jyxa. JIeHCTBUTENBHO,
npecieayemMble Ha POJIMHE, AHIJIMHACKUE KaJbBUHUCTBHI MEPECENSIUCh B
AMEpUKY LEeIbIMU OOIIMHAMHU U Ha MEPBBIX MOPAX CHITPAIU POJb CBOETO poja
CTEPXKHSI B OKOHOMHUUYECKOW, ITOJTUTUUECKON U KYJIbTYPHOU KU3HU KoJIoHUW. Ho
HE MEHEE BaXHBIMH ObLIM U JIpyrue (PakTopbl: KOJOHUCTHI MPUHECTU C COOOM
JNEMOKpaTUYECKUE TPAIULMU, KOTOpblE BEKaMH BblpabaTbiBajla aHTJIMKACKAas

mapJaaMCHTCKaA CUCTCMaA.

(Xauarypsin B.M.”HcTopust MUPOBBIX LIUBUIIA3AIUN )
b) K xoHiy 18 B. B AMEpUKaHCKUX KOJIOHUSX CJIOKUIACh OUYEHb HaIpPSKEHHAs
U TNpoTUBOpeurBas 00cTaHoBKa. K 3TOMy BpeMEHM aHIJIM4YaHe IOIbITAIUCh
YCTAaHOBUTh 0OJiee CTPOTUH PEXKUM B CBOMX KOJOHUAX. OTO BBI3BAJIO
pelInTeNbHBIA MPOTECT aMepukaHieB. Bmeaenue 3akoHa o ['epboBom cOope

BbI3Bajia K JKM3HU HOBBIE (POPMBI JEMOKPATHUUECKOTO JBUXeHUs. B konie 1765-



Havane 1766 rr. BO3HHUKIA PEBONIOLMOHHAS opraHu3aius «ChIHOBbS CBOOOIBD).
OnHu opranu3zoBagu OOMKOT aHIVIMMCKUX TOBApPOB, UTO MPUBEJIO K IMPOBATY 3aKOHA
o I'epboBoM cOope. DTo ObLT HOBBIHM 3Tan noaUTHYECKo O0opbObI. B Mae 1773 r.
AQHIVIMMCKUM TapJaaMEeHT NPHUHAI TakK Has3biBaeMbld «YauHbli 3akon». IIporect
npoTuB YallHOTrO 3aKOHA BBUIWJICS B MHLIHJICHT, U3BECTHBIN B UCTOPUM CTPAHbI KaK
«bBOCTOHCKOE YaennuTHEY.

Mexnay Tem pa3pelB ¢ AHITIMEH, BOOPYXEHHOE CTOJKHOBEHHUE
CTaHOBWIHCH Bce Omke. [lepBbie BOOpPYKEHHBIE CTOJKHOBEHUS MEXKIY
AHTJIMACKMMU BOMCKAMHM M aMEPUKAHCKUMU CUJIaMU MTPOU3OILIN B JIGHCUHITOHE U
Konkopne. Tpu Henmenu cmyctss mocie 3Tux coObitui, 10 mas 1775 r. B
Gunanensdun otkpbiics KonTuHeHTanpHbIM KOHrpecc. Ha Hem ObulO IpPHUHATO
pElIeHHEe O CO3JaHUU PEryJsipHOM apmuu. [ TaBHOKOMaHAyOIMM ObUT Ha3HAYEH
MOJI0A01 TianTarop J»xopmx BamumHrros.

Hcropruueckass Hayka paccMaTpuBaeT AMEPHUKAHCKYIO PEBOJIIOLMIO Kak
PEBOJIIOLINIO, B KOTOPOH 00phOa 3a 0CBOOOXKACHUE OT KOJIOHUATBHON 3aBUCUMOCTHU
neperuienack ¢ 60pr00ii 3a YIKOHOMUUYECKHE M TMOJUTHYECKHE MPeoOpa3oBaHUsI.
AMepUKaHCKas pEBOJIIOIUS OKa3ajlaCh TECHO CBS3aHHOW C  MPOLIECCOM
dhopMupOBaHUs HOBOW HAITUH.

B) MHckiwuyureJbHAasi JHYHOCTH B AMEPHMKAHCKOW ucTropum. JIKopmax
BammHrToH.

Cpenun repoeB AMepuku HeET yernoBeka, paBHoro [[xopmxy Bammnrrony(1732-
99). HeyTOMUMBIN U SHEPTUYHBIN BOX]b, OH Ka3aJCsl TUHTAHTOM JaXXe CpeIu TOU
IpyNIbl OKPY>KaBILIKUX €r0 JIF0JIeH, KOTOPHIX HA3bIBAIOT CO3JATENSIMU U «OTLAMUI
CIHIA. ITo crioBam OJHOTO W3 €ro COBpeMEHHUKOB, JIkopmk BamumHrToH OBLI
«TEepBbIM HAa BOWHE, MEPBBIM B MUPHOW >KM3HU M TIEPBBIM B CEpILAX CBOUX
COOTE€YECTBEHHUKOB.

Bamunrron crsikan 0eccmeprtue, cbirpaB B uctopuu CIHIA Tpu BaXHBIX pOJU: OH
KoMaHa0Ban KOHTMHEHTANbHOW apMuUEl, KOTOPasi B XO/I€ PEBOIIOLIMOHHON BOWHBI
3aBOE€Bajla CTPaHE HE3aBUCUMOCTh OT BenmmkoOpuTanuu; oH ObLT MpencenaTenem

Konsenrta, kotopeii B 1787 romay Beipadotan Koucrurynuro CIIA; o Obl1



u30pan nepBbiM mpesuaentom CIIA u ompenenun ¢opMy U CTHIIb MpPaBICHUS
HOBOI'O IOCy1apcTBa.
o 1775r, xorma  BammumHrron  Obul  M30paH  TVIABHOKOMAHIYIOIIUM
KoHTHHEHTanpHOW apMueil, OH 3aHMMAJICS TJaBHBIM OOpa3oM yIpaBiICHHUEM
CBOCTO IIOMECThA B IITATEC BPIp)KI/IHI/IH. OH Taxxe ObLI WICHOM 3dKOHOAATCIBbHOT'O
opraHa cCaMOYIIpaBJICHUA B KOJIOHUH - accaMOJIer PTOrO IITaTa. Eme paHcC OH
ObUT BOGHHBIM W BO BpeMsi BOWHBI C (PpaHIly3aMH U WHACHCKUMH ILJIEMEHAMH
KOMaHJI0BalJl BI/IpI[)KI/IHCKI/IMI/I CHJaMH, HaxoJiAChb B IIOJYHMHCHUH 6pI/ITaHCKOMy
KoMaHJ0BaHut0. Mcropuk u ouorpad xemc dnexkcHep B MPEAUCIOBUU K CBOEH
KHHTe «BanmmHITOH - UCKIIOUHUTENIbHAS JIUMYHOCTDY IIUIICT, YTO KOraga OH Hadall
HN3y4aTb JXKHU3Hb BaHII/IHFTOHa, Inepca HUM IIpCACTall «YCIOBCK, KOTOPOMY, KaK H
JIPYTUM, CBOMCTBEHHO OBLJIO OLIMOAThCS, YEJIIOBEK U3 IUIOTH U KPOBH, CHIIbHBIN
AYyXOM, a BOBCC HC MpaMOpHasA CTaTy:. Bo Bcein MHpOBOﬁ HCTOPHUHU HCMHOITUC M3
06JIa,Z[aIOHII/IX TakKOM BJIACTBIO TaK MyapoO U 6JIaF0paBYMHO I10JIB30BAJIMCh €0 Ha
0J1aro CBOMX COOTECYECTBEHHHUKOB.

Formation of American Nation
The Independence was extremely important for the formation of American state.
The leaders of the new nation believed in their country’s uniqueness. The classical
republican heritage of Greece and Rome provided a constant source of imitation.
The names “president”, “Congress”, and “Senate” were derived from Latin roots.
American writers, artists and architects revived neoclassical style. The capitol
building in the newly - built republican center of Washington exemplified this
style.
Establishment of a firm economic base was another aim of national development.
Iron manufacture in Pennsylvania became the basis of the industrial economy. The
shortage of labor caused development of mechanization of the operations and the
growth of machine technology. The construction of the first railroads was begun.
Congress worked out a system of adding new states to the original 13 ones. It was
decided that when the population of any area grew to 60 thousand this area could

become a state. Thus five new states were formed from North-west territory: Ohio,



Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin. Thomas Jefferson became the third
president of the United States in 1801 and began to look to the West of the
continent to provide land for growing agrarian population. He foresaw the day
when Americans would expand to the Pacific coast. In 1798 Spain granted
Americans access to the Mississippi and to the port at New Orleans. In 1803 the
USA bought 828,000 square miles (2, 144, 000 km/2)) of French land west of the
Mississippi. This deal became known as the Louisiana Purchase, which included
the present-day states of Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, lowa,
Nebraska, and North and South Dakota.

T. Jefferson also asked the USA Congress to allocate appropriate funds for
the expedition to the Northwest and exploration of the Missouri River and its
tributaries. In 1804, President Jefferson sent Meriwether Lewis and William Clark
to explore and map the territory, and to find a water route for boats from the
Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean. The explorers, guided by an Indian woman
Sacagawea, traveled by boat and on horseback from the Mississippi River
westward to Oregon and the Pacific Ocean.

In spite of the War of 1812 which the USA fought on the side of France
against Britain the American government continued to take steps to expand the
territory available for white settlement on the northern frontier. In 1817 federal
government forced Indian tribes in Ohio to sell their lands and migrate farther
west. In the following years many Indian nations, recognizing the futility of
resistance, signed over their territories and left. White settlers rushed westward,
and five new western states joined the Union. The US government encouraged
people to settle in the territory of Oregon, so that it could claim the land as part of
the United States.

The annexation of Texas (the 28-th American state) in 1845 brought
ranching into American life. Americans moved across Indiana and Illinois and into
the plains as trappers, traders and adventurers, acquiring horses and cattle. This

began the range cattle industry in Kansas and Nebraska, which supplied beef and



fresh horses to immigrants going west, and also fed mining camps and railroad
builders.

Fleeing from political turmoil or economic distress at home over 4 million
immigrants entered the United States from the 1840s t01880s.The first organized
group of American settlers came to California in 1841. In 1848, after the end of the
Mexican War, Mexico ceded California to its powerful neighbor. By mid-century
the United States extended its power from the Atlantic to the Pacific, pushing aside
all Indian nations and conquering its neighbors.

The discovery of gold in California in 1848 set off the famous “Gold Rush”.
“Gold Rush” or “Gold Fever”, dramatically described by famous American writer
Jack London, occupies a special place in the USA history. The influence of it both
on the region and on the whole nation was enormous. After the news about the
gold in California had spread, over 80,000 Americans as well as thousands of
foreigners streamed to the West with hope to get rich. Some of the new arrivals
traveled to the port of San Francisco. In the following seven years the influx of
newcomers continued and by 1856 the state already numbered 300,000.Almost all
of them tried to make their fortunes by mining gold and thousands of miners lived
in camps separated from their loved ones, alone in vast and hostile wilderness.
Very many of such fortune-seekers died because of difficult conditions and
illnesses. Law and order were constantly broken down there. Even if a miner
“struck it rich” (had success) there were always those who tried to take the gold

away: gamblers, outlaws, thieves, and saloon keepers.

The gold rush helped to change California from a frontier area into a state. In 1850
California became the 31 American state.There were some who made fortune by
selling goods to the miners. A German businessman Levi Strauss bought strong
denim canvas and used it to make pants for the miners. Farmers raised foodstuff to
sell to the miners and settlers on their way west. Most of the farmers there were
Mormons, who built new towns and grew corn and fruit on large irrigated fields of

Southern California where the latest harvesting technology was used.

The Civil War



While the nation was growing and developing, the
. situation with the Native Americans and black slaves was getting
| even more complex. The American Revolution gave great impetus
to the movement to end slavery by granting freedom to those

blacks who served in the armed forces. Following the American

Revolution a number of states in the North abolished slavery, and
its opponents hoped that emancipation would gradually spread to other areas of the
country. But although many northerners opposed slavery, most of them rejected
immediate efforts to eradicate it. Age-old prejudices against the Indians and blacks
prevented the “white” Americans from considering them as their equals and very
many Americans still believed that blacks were basically more inferior to whites.
Besides by the Constitution the issue about slavery was left in the hands of the
State legislature and Federal Government had no right to abolish it. When Eli
Whitney in 1793 invented the machine cleaning cotton of its seeds, the
productivity of slave-labor in cotton-growing increased by 50 times and slavery
came to be regarded as the mainstay economics in many Southern states. The
increased importance of cotton for the South strengthened the hold of slavery in
this region.

In 1820 by the Missouri Compromise Act slavery was allowed south of 36"30” but
not north of it, but a special Bill in 1854 virtually repealed the Missouri
Compromise. The new Fugitive Law compelled the northerners to assist in
capturing slaves who had escaped from their owners in the South.

The new Republican Party, which sprang up in 1854, with Abraham Lincoln as one
of its chief founders, demanded that slavery be kept within old boundaries set out
in 1820. Tremendously important in awakening the nation’s consciousness was
Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” (1852), 300 000 copies of
which were sold within the first year and which was soon translated into dozens of
foreign languages. Frederick Douglas’s autobiography, a poignant account of slave

life, was also sold in numerous copies. Later Douglass edited his own newspaper,



consistently urging militant action to bring about the abolition of slavery in the
USA.
In 1854 the Republican Party became associated with the name of Abraham
Lincoln. The revival of slave controversy stirred him deeply. “If slavery is not
wrong, nothing is wrong”, he stated with the clarity and simplicity of expression
for which he later became famous. He was convinced that America could not be
divided and said “A home divided against itself cannot stand. | believe this
Government cannot endure permanently, half slave, half free”.
In November 1860 Abraham Lincoln was elected the sixteenth president of the
USA. “Honest Abe”, was a shrewd politician and a person of strong principles. His
votes were drawn only from the Northern States. A few days after A. Lincoln’s
election the South Carolina convention voted for secession. By February 1861
many other southern states: Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and
Texas followed. In February the congress of seceded states formed the Confederate
States of America and announced slavery as the corner stone of their constitution.
In April 1861 the civil war between the North and the South actually
began. Although abolition of slavery was to be one of its problems, the war was
fought not only to destroy slavery but first of all to preserve the union. When the
Civil war broke out, the North could expect an easy victory. It had superiority in
material resources and more than double the population of the South (20.7 million
against 9 million, of which 3,5 were blacks). On the other hand, the South was in
some respects very favorably placed for resisting invasion from the North. The
country abounded in strong positions for defense, which could be held by a
relatively small force while the northerners had to advance long distances, thus
exposing their lines of communication to attack. As soldiers, the Southerners
started with certain superiority for most of them were accustomed to fighting as a
normal and suitable occupation for men. Besides among their leaders there were
two men of great military talent — generals Jackson and Lee, while the Northerners
lacked such brilliant officers. During the first stages of the war the Union Armies

had a lot of failures. But Lincoln himself read books on strategy, scanned military



maps, and outlined plans of campaigns. And his determination soon began to be
widely felt and appreciated by common people. The belief that he could be trusted
spread quickly and at the end the Northern army acted as an emancipating crusade.
Lincoln’s greatness of mind and heart were unexcelled. In his famous Gettysburg
Address (1863) Lincoln made public his great plans of reconstructing the country
on a new, more democratic basis: “The great task remains before us — which this
nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom and the government of the
people, by the people, for the people”.

Since 1862 the blacks were allowed to join the Northern army and by the end of
the war one Northern soldier in eight was black commanded of course by white
officers. Soon the segregated troops proved themselves in battle: 38,000 were
killed, a rate of loss 40 times higher than among white troops.

In the summer of 1863 General Grant of the North won several decisive battles and
cut Tennessee and Arkansas. In a series of fierce battles he lost 60,000 but gained
his objectives, destroying everything on its way that might help the Southerners
continue the fight.

In 1864 Abraham Lincoln was unanimously renominated President. He gave the
closest attention to the final military phase of the war, visiting the army. On April
3, 1865, Grant and Lee had to recognize the futility of further resistance. The
confederate soldiers laid down their arms and were allowed to return to their
homes in peace. The war lasted four years and cost the nation 600,000 lives but the
concept of an indissoluble union won universal acceptance.

A more technically advanced and productive economic system resulted from the
war.

The war forced the Government to proclaim emancipation for slave-soldiers
fighting for the Union. In 1865 it was followed by the antislavery amendment to
the Constitution making slavery illegal throughout the whole country. Lincoln’s
part in this matter was undoubtedly central and the liberation of American slaves

will be always associated with his name.



On April 14, 1865 during a theatrical performance in Washington, Lincoln was
lethally wounded by a southern conspirator John Booth and early next morning he
died. The feat of Abraham Lincoln’s life is best summed up in the following lines
from the poem by Walt Whitman dedicated to the memory of this great American:
O Captain! My Captain! Our fearful trip be done,
The ship has weathered every rock; the prize we sought is won.

(3

Shortly before his death, the president endorsed suffrage for “very intelligent”
blacks and former black soldiers in the Union army. After Lincoln’s assassination
president Andrew Johnson continued Lincoln’s moderate policies. The
14P"Amendment, defining national citizenship so as to include blacks, was passed
by Congress in 1866 and was ratified despite rejection of most Southern states.

That Northern victory launched the era of Congressional Reconstruction
which lasted 10 years starting with the Reconstruction Acts of 1867.Under that
legislation the 11 Confederate states were readmitted to the Union and had to
accept the 14-th and later the 15P" Constitutional Amendments, intended to ensure
the civil rights of the black freedmen.

At first Reconstruction of the Union seemed to hold many promises for Black
men and women in the South, who were allowed to leave their former owners and
move to other states. But in reality the Northern efforts brought few serious
changes in the status of black people. The laws did not guarantee any social rights
of the Blacks. They did not require redistribution of land or wealth and power and
only temporarily interrupted white supremacy in the South. Without land and
property black freedmen again became dependent on white landowners and
worked for them as tenants. Harsh labor-contract laws, imprisonment for minor
crimes, work under deplorable conditions for coal, lumber, or railroad-building
corporations left most blacks in situation slightly improved from slavery. The
political rights of Black people were not secured either. Under the free
interpretation of the 15P" amendment the freedmen were actually denied suffrage

on the grounds that they lacked education and property.



At the same time the white opposition to the Reconstruction in the Southern
states was growing. In 1869 the racist organization Ku-Klux-Klan added violence
to the whites’ resistance. Despite federal efforts to protect black people, they were
intimidated at the polls, robbed of their earnings, beaten, or murdered. The Klan’s
purpose was not only economic (to keep the slavery) but also openly political and
social, as Klansmen also attacked white philanthropists and schoolteachers who
openly showed their support of the Black people. None who helped to raise the
status of the blacks was safe.

The K.K.K’s actions moved Congress in 1871 to pass two Force acts directed
against its violence. These acts permitted the use of martial law against the
Klansmen, but for a long time proved unsuccessful in combating the Klan’s
activities. In 1870s the failure of the Reconstruction became apparent. American
reform movements achieved only partial success.

When in 1872 the Amnesty Act was adopted which amnestied the white rebels,
terrorism against blacks even widened. Between 1874 and 1876 a series of “race
riots” swept across the South. Nighttime visits; whippings, and murder became
common phenomena. After that thousands of blacks started migrating to the North,
first to Kansas City and then farther North. Thus the nation ended over 16 years of

bloody war without establishing real freedom for Black Americans.

The Indian Policy
The fate of the Indian population was even worse. The land-hungry
American pioneers stopped at nothing in their drive to the West. In 1830 the
Indian Removal Act was passed. The terrible implementation of this Act
produced one of the darkest chapters in American history. The story of treaties
and broken agreements, raids and massacres, was repeated in the settlement of
the trans-Mississippi West and the Northwest.

The period after the Civil War was the period of the reservation policy. The
blocks of land where Indians were forced to live were usually the poorest barren

places where nobody else wanted to live. Extermination of the buffalo herds



eventually led to destruction of the traditional Indian life as they had always
lived on the buffalo hunt, and their ritual and worship had been dedicated to its
success. The disappearance of the buffalo left the Indians starving, purposeless

and hopeless.

By the 20-th century poverty, perpetual hunger, European diseases and
hostilities had reduced the Indian population in reservations to only 250000.The
Indian civilization was facing extinction. Indians were not allowed to keep their

traditional culture, dances, religion and language.
1. Answer the questions.

1. What was the situation with Indians and black slaves in the USA after the

Revolution?

. Why did the abolition issue become particularly stressful in the 1850?
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5. How did the southerners regard slavery?

6. How did the secession process develop?

7. What was Abraham Lincoln attitude to slavery?

8. How did the Civil War actually start?

9. How long did the war last?

10. Were the black slaves liberated immediately after the Civil War? What
instruments were designed by Southern whites to terrorize blacks?

11.What were the activities of the K. K. K.?

12.Why did black Americans fail to achieve real equality during the term of
reconstruction?

2. Render the texts in English:

A).3aBoeBaHNE HE3aBUCHUMOCTH OBLIO JIMIIIB MEPBHIM [IArOM, 00JIETYaBIINM MyTh K
MoJepHU3auu. [Iponuio JIMIIb HECKOJBKO AECATUIIETHH IIOCIIE aMEPUKAHCKOU
PEBOJTIOIMY, KaK TOSBUJIACh HOBas MpoOJieMa, TPO3UBIIAs CTpaHE pa3pylieHuEM
rocyaiapCTBCHHOIo C€AMHCTBA HWJIIM OTXOAOM OT 3aBOE€BaHUU ACMOKpPATHH. 3Ty

npoOJeMy  CO3/1aBajio  pacTyliee IPOTHUBOPEYHE  MEXKIYy TOPOACKHUM,

UHIYCTpUAIbHBIM, TeMoKpaTuueckuM CeBepoMm U FOrom, KOTOpeIi MO-IPEKHEMY



oCTaBajCsi pabOBIAJETBPYECKUM M CEIbCKOXO3siicTBeHHbIM. [locie peBomtonuu
MHOTHE TOJUTHYECKUE JAESITeNN, B TOM uucie u J[x. BamMHIrToH, Qymanu, 4To
pabCcTBO, 3aNpelleHHOE B CEBEPHBIX WITaTax, MOCTENEHHO, caMo co0oil Oyaer
ucueszaTh 1 Ha FOre. OgHako xo/1 COOBITHIA OBLTT COBCEM MHBIM.

BeipanuBanue Xjomnka, caxapHOro TPOCTHHKA U Tabaka Ha PhIHOK TpeOoBaiu
OpPraHM30BAHHOTO TpyAa OoJbIIOro KoumdecTna aroaen. [lo mepe toro, kak CILIA
pacIIMpsId CBOW IPAHMIIBI, TPUCOEINHSS WM OCBavWBas HOBbIE TeppuTopuu, FOr
HOJIHUMaJl BOIPOC O pacnpoCTpaHEHUMM pabCTBa Ha BHOBb 0O0pa30BaBIINECS
mratel. Mexay CeBepom u FOroMm BCOBIXMBAIIM OCTPble KOH(IMKTHI U3-3a IITATOB
Muccypu, Kanzac, Heto-Mekcuko. [ToctenenHo Bce OoJiee pealibHON CTaHOBUJIACh
BO3MOYKHOCTb ITOJIMTHYECKOTO OTJIEJIEHUS FOKHBIX MTaTtoB. B ampene 1861 r.
I0’KHBbIE pa0OBIAJEIbYECKHUE IITAThl MOJHSIN MTEX (ampenb 1861 r.) ¢ menbio
COXpaHEeHUs1 padCTBa M pacCIPOCTPAHEHUS €T0 0 BCEH CTpaHe.

B) Ilpuxon x Bmactu A. JIMHKOJbHA — HENPUMHUPHUMOIO MPOTHUBHUKA paOCTBa U
TeM 0OoJiee ero pacnpoCTPAHEHHs] Ha HOBbIE TEPPUTOPUU — O3HAMEHOBAJ HAYAJIO
JTABHO Ha3peBaBLIEH IrpakIaHCKON BOWHBI. BoeHHbIe nelicTBust qiuunuck ¢ 1861 no
1865 1. 1 HaHecHAM cTpaHE OrpPOMHBIN ypoH. [lomMuMoO TOACKHX NOTEph OBLIU U
notepu skoHoMuueckue. Hekoropeie ropoga (KomymOus, Puumonn, AtnanTa)
ObUIM COXKEHBI 10 OCHOBAHUS, MHOTHE 3aBOJIbl U JKEJIE€3HBIE JOPOTH pa3pyllICHbI.
Ha mnepBom »srame (1861-1862 r1r.) BoiiHa co croponsl CeBepa Beach
HEPELINTEIBHO, YTO MPUBEJIO K Py BOEHHBIX HOPAXKEHUN CceBePsiH. Bropon sran
XapakTepusyercs 0ojee PeInuTeIbHBIMI METOJaMH BeJieH!s BOiHBIL. B 1864-1865
IT. OBLJIM PA3rpOMJIEHbl OCHOBHBIE CHUJIbI IOKaH M B ampesie 1865 r. B3ST ropoj
Puumonn — cronmua paboBnanenbueckux mratoB. [lobemna CeBepa coxpanuiia
CTpaHy Kak equHoe rocyaapctBo. OHa yHUUTOXUJA TOCMOACTBO IUIAHTATOPOB U
pabctBo (odummanbHo oTmMeHeHo 1 sHBaps 1863 r.) wW co3mana ycloBUS IS
KAUTATACTUYECKON MHAYCTpHAIM3allMM W OCBOEHHMs 3amaJHbIX 3emenb. Ha
oonpmioi yactu Tepputopun CIHIA moGeaun depmepckuii (Tak Ha3bIBa€MbIii
aMEPUKAaHCKHI) NyTh PAa3BUTHs KaNMTAIM3Ma B CEIbCKOM Xo3sicTBe. OmHaKo

rpaKJaHCKas BOWHA HE MpHUHECNa JEHCTBUTEIBLHOM CBOOOABI YEpPHBIM padam,



0CcBOOOXKAEHHBIM 0e3 3eMin. [1o cTpane OpoansN ThICSUM OBIBIIMX HEBOJHHUKOB,
NOTEPSABILIUX XO351€B U MPUBBIYHOE MECTO PAOOTHI.

B) MHupeiinbi B Amepuke. B TedeHHe JBYX BEKOB aMEpPUKAHCKOE
IIPaBUTEIBCTBO BEJO HACTOSIIIYIO BOWHY HPOTHUB “‘KPACHOKOXKHX , BHHOBATBIX
TOJILKO B TOM, YTO OHHU 3aHMMAaJIM NPEKpacHbIE IIOJOPOAHBIE 3eMJIM. DTO OblIa
J0Jrasi KPOBONPOJMTHAs BOWHA, UCXOA KOTOpoM Obln mpenpemeH. Cunoi u
0OMaHOM WHJEWIIEB 3aCTaBISUIM MOANUCHIBATH JOTOBOPHI O KAMUTYISALUUA U TIOA
BOOPY’KEHHBIM KOHBOEM OTIIPABJISUIM B pe3epBalliM, HA camble OECIUIO/HBIE, HE
IPUTOAHBIE JIJIS1 )KU3HU YEJIOBEKA TEPPUTOPHUH. ITO OBLJIO CO3HATENIbHAS MOJIUTHKA

“pacyrCTKH’’ HOBOTO KOHTHHEHTA OT €T0 X035€B.



